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Instructions for Candidates
1. All questions carry equal marks
2. Attempt any six questions.
3. Note: Answers may be written either in English or in Hindi; but the same medium
should be used throughout the paper.
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Q 1: “The early studies that found positive effects of years of schooling on economic
growth suffer from a simple problem of reverse causality.” Explain in this context the
meaning of reverse causality and the causal relationship between cognitive skills and
economic growth that ruled out reverse causality. (15 marks)

Q 2: (a) Explain diagrammatically how the labour market adjusts to the changed market
conditions in the case of highly technical workers, creating a cobweb-like situation. What
could be the policy response in this case? (9 marks)

(b) Diagrammatically show and explain the annual hiring improvements needed to
achieve the improvement under the 10, 20 and 30-year reform plans based on low and
high turnover rates of the teacher. (6 marks)

" Q 3: Early childhood education and child care have received huge attention more recently,
why? Discuss in detail the three fundamental economic rationales for government
interventions in this area. (15 marks)

Q 4: There is a wrong perception that private schools in India are high-fee, elite and non-
inclusive. Discuss in this context, the growth of private schooling in India and its widely
visible existence and affordability. (15 marks)

Q 5: The peer effect should be treated as an important input in the educational production
function, alongside other educational inputs. Discuss its importance while reviewing
existing literature. (15 marks)
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Q 6: Evaluate the performance of Indian universities in higher education, highlighting the
realities of Indian higher education and challenges faced by them. (15 marks)

Q 7: There is a growing preference towards private tutoring /shadow education in India.
Is it a compulsion or a social priority? Discuss. (15 marks)
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